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had nothing to do with her. The Channel is a tank trap, .neither
more nor less, and England was a Continental power throughout
her history. Her wars show that. The British blood that flowed to
build the Empire was nothing when compared to the continuous
stream that wetted the soil of the Low Countries and of France.
Hence, after this war, England will have to say good-bye to the
pompous idea of being splendidly isolated from the affairs of the
Continent, yet at the same time having to fight for life or death on
the Continent more often than necessary. On that new road she'll
need a strong France: without France she cannot walk it. Nobody
could hope for a more understanding and trusting partner than
France, saved from German death, would be. As a Breton who was
in Chaves for similar reasons as myself put it, England has a great
hand to play after this war in France.

Such an opportunity wouldn't come again, and I so very much
hoped both would take full advantage of it. The cold had definitely
got through the palliasse and was having a go at me. But I was
already asleep.

CHAPTER THIRTEEN
IT was getting on for the middle of December and the cold was
becoming the chief feature of prison life. Now and then the Mistral
got hold of the cold and shoved it through the creaks and broken
windows with incredible velocity. The whole prison seemed to
be coughing its lungs out.
On one such cold night the door of the cell was opened and a tall,
portly man was pushed in. In bad French he asked us with a wan
smile to please excuse him but he was very nervous. I told him
we had all been nervous at the start, but it went after a time. I was
a bit of an old-timer by then. I asked him if he was Spanish, and
he said he was. He was Joan Morata, who used to be Minister of
Health in Negrin's government. Next day Miguel Portela, who
used to be Prime Minister before the Frente Popular, came in. I was
sorry for the old man. He stood it with dignity and I must say
the burglars and pimps treated him decently. They were both in
for trying to get out of France with forged papers. Both got a ncn-
lieu.
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